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A letter from our director
decisions about medicine should be reserved
for scientists, not legislators, our job in the
coming year will be to ensure profit-driven
companies do not target unsuspecting
Ohioans. We will do this by advocating for
regulations that will protect our young people
and educating the public about the societal
consequences of marijuana legalization.
This year also marks a special occasion.
Dear friends,

Three decades ago, a group of people
dedicated to making a safe, healthy Ohio
Last year was a busy one for us at Drug Free began meeting in Hope Taft’s home.
Action Alliance.
Together, this group vowed to educate
parents on substance abuse. Now, we help
We grew our programs, successfully prevent substance abuse, problem gambling,
advocated for a healthier Ohio, and and suicide while also building coalitions,
continued to encourage our communities’ informing parents, and encouraging children.
young people to engage in healthy behaviors
and not abuse or misuse substances. We We look forward to working with you on
celebrated the successes of community improving lives and sharing the message of
coalitions and the youth rally that attracted prevention in your community!
more than 1,800 young people from around
the state.
However, we also realize that our work is
far from finished because of the lives being
taken by the heroin epidemic in Ohio.
A bill legalizing marijuana for medical use in
Ohio was passed this year. While we believe

Marcie Seidel
Executive Director
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Promoting healthy communities for 29 years
Drug Free Action Alliance promotes healthy
environments by empowering communities
with needed services, technical assistance,
programming, and resources.
We inform parents about their children’s
health, encourage children to live without
abusing substances, develop prevention
infrastructure statewide, and organize
communities as they create local solutions
to local problems.
We believe lifetime prevention leads to
lifetime wellness and both are worthy
investments. By encouraging children to
live a drug-free lifestyle and adults to
avoid problem behaviors, we make our
community stronger, one family at a time.

Our mission is simple:
Promote healthy
communities.
We educate key leaders
on the problems facing
our communities
and support them
with the programs,
services, and resources
they need to solve them.
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“We showed that no
matter where you are from,
race, or gender, that we
are the same and united.”
– Rylee Reis, 15, of Martins Ferry
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Empowering communities and families

2016 was a successful year at Drug Free
Action Alliance.
We marched with 1,800 young people to
Ohio’s statehouse to celebrate the fact
that the majority of our young people lead
healthy lifestyles.
We distributed 2,000 packets on how to turn
grief into advocacy and trained 93 grieving
families and grief support providers to
understand addiction, cope with loss, and
develop advocacy and peer support skills
among network members.
We worked with colleges and their
administrators to understand and combat the
link between alcohol and sexual assault as
well as create more tobacco-free campuses.
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We celebrated the 20th anniversary of our
Statewide Prevention Coalition Association,
and the graduation of 20 coalitions from the
National Coalition Academy.
We hosted and organized a regional
conference on problem gambling, attended
by more than 250 treatment providers.
We empowered 59,915 parents, educators,
and caregivers to Know! that children are at
risk of using substances, discuss those risks
with them, and raise children substancefree.
We scored a landslide victory against a ballot
initiative that would have not only legalized
medical and recreational marijuana, but
also monopolized it.

“We have so many members
in the group this year that I
know will return to
keep working as hard as
they can to help grow youth
prevention and saving lives
every single day.
Because we are the majority
and we always will be.”
– Max Doll, past Ohio YouthLed Prevention Network
member, current DFAA board
of directors member.
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New year, new direction
2017 will bring many new and exciting opportunities—we will be celebrating our 30th
anniversary, growing the programs under our care, and meeting new challenges head-on.
We will honor our 30th anniversary with a renewed push to ensure everyone understands
the role he or she plays in prevention.
We hope to grow our alliance, expand our programs, redesign our website, and much
more, but while many new things will be coming to and from DFAA, we will remain devoted
to our mission of working together to promote safe and healthy communities by preventing
substance abuse and promoting mental health wellness.
Stay tuned. 2017 will be a busy, exciting, and important year for us.
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We need your support
We are thankful that we’ve been as successful as we have been for the last 30 years. But,
like other nonprofit organizations, we thrive only because of help from people like you.
There are many ways you can support Drug Free Action Alliance: you can donate money or
items that we need, your business can sponsor an event or provide services to us, or you
can get involved by creating a community coalition in your town, city, county, or school.
If you’d like to contact us about a donation or to get your local community involved, please
call us at 614-540-9985 or visit our website at www.DrugFreeActionAlliance.org.
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Our finances
Revenue

746,971
1,445,987
138,985
22,969
16,656
19,173
$2,390,741

Federal grants
Other grants
Product sales
Training services
Donations
Other
Total revenue

Expenses

2,264,664
83,392
529
$2,348,585

Program services
Management
Fundraising
Total expenses

Investment income

$11,575

Net assets

Net assets- beginning of year
Increase in unrestricted net assets
Net assets - end of year

Revenue sources

1,197,837
53,731
$1,251,568

Expenses

Federal grants

Program expenses (96%)

Other grants

Management and
fundraising(3.6%)

Product sales
Other
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Everyone who donates assists in the vision of creating safe, healthy communities. We do
owe a special thanks to those who have gone above and beyond in supporting our mission.
We couldn’t do the work we do if it wasn’t for your generosity and support, and for that,
we thank you.
Ohio Department of Mental Health &
Addiction Services is dedicated to its
mission to provide statewide leadership
of a high-quality mental health and
addiction prevention, treatment and
recovery system that is effective and
valued by all Ohioans.

To our partners — thank you!
Cardinal Health and its foundation
support local, national, and international
programs that improve health care
efficiency, effectiveness, and excellence
and the overall wellness of the
communities where Cardinal Health’s
nearly 37,000 employees live and work.
Again, we want to thank all of our partners for their generous support and donations.
Thanks to you, communities and their youth will enjoy safer, healthier, and happier lives.
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