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"Learning To Say No"

There are many things associated with Ireland: green landscapes, shamrocks, James
Joyce, and—of course—beer and beer-infused nights.

Recently, a group of Irish citizens put together a group called the "Drink is a Drug"
campaign. They're asking their government officials to tackle the country's famous and
dangerous association with alcohol by recognizing the harmful effects of alcohol
consumption, especially among teens.

"We believe that, to a large degree, people turn a blind eye to alcohol and teens," a
campaign spokesperson said.

Simon Bourke, of Ireland, wrote an article supporting the campaign.

In it, he admitted to providing alcohol to teens under 18, the age of alcohol consumption
in that country, pointing out that he was wrong and part of a culture harmful to Ireland.
He says the Drink is a Drug campaign challenges those notions and that culture.

"The ‘Drink is a Drug’ campaign seeks to challenge our position on underage drinking, in
particular the idea of parents allowing their children, their fifteen and sixteen-year-olds,
to have a couple of drinks at home, the belief being that it’s safer than having them get it
elsewhere. Where this campaign differs is in how it defines alcohol, classing it, correctly,
as a drug, and suggesting that it is just as harmful as cannabis, as cocaine or ecstasy."

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?ca=deb3fdbe-f286-4ca2-92df-531788c4bf75&preview=true&m=1127550618624&id=preview
https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/ireland/campaign-highlights-alcohol-use-among-teens-857010.html
https://www.limerickpost.ie/2018/08/02/beyond-the-neon-runes-23/
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"It asks whether you’d provide your child with a joint, to be smoked under your
supervision, a line of coke to be snorted on the kitchen table, or a tablet to be swallowed
in the safety of your living-room?"

"The answer to all of those questions is obviously no. So why then is it okay to give them
a couple of cans, to start them on the road to a lifetime of substance abuse? It’s a
question worth asking, and one that has made me reconsider my attitudes towards thirsty
teenagers [standing] outside off-licenses."

Bourke's essay in support of his neighbors viewing alcohol as a drug and not as a rite of
passage is something many of our communities can benefit from. It is, in fact, part of why
Parents Who Hose Lose The Most was created—to stop of-age adults from providing
alcohol to underage drinkers.

Taking away the keys or supervising their drinking doesn't keep kids safe. They can still
get into fights, fall down the stairs, or suffer harm to their developing brain, among other
risks. Take away the alcohol. That'll keep them safe.

Read "Beyond the Neon Runes"

SAPCA Gets Grant to Tackle Underage Drinking
The Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Alexandria was awarded a $7,996 grant
from the Virginia Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority last month.

The grant will provide funds for Parents Who Host Lose The Most materials, Project
Sticker Shock, and activities throughout Alcohol Awareness Month (April) to increase
awareness of alcohol-related issues.

Read More

Featured Product: PWH Banners
The Parents Who Host banner is great for
getting out the Parents Who Host Lose
The Most message at the main entrances
and intersections of your community, at
baseball games, along fences, in gyms,
near schools, and in home, business, and
church yards.

Shop Now

       

Have something you want shared in the next Parents Who Host newsletter? Questions? Comments?

Click here to contact us
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