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Session Objectives:

1. Deepen understanding of youth-led prevention 
within a community

2. Explore beneficial connections between youth-led 
programming and coalition work

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Opening remarks: As you can see by the title we are going to be talking about young people as it pertains to youth engagement in prevention activities in a community setting….and you heard that buzzword ‘youth engagement’…but it’s not just a buzzword…it also represents a great movement and opportunity for state and local communities.  Youth have a collective voice and can play a pivital role in developing & implementing change.



Opening Activity
Young people have a right to be heard on matters 
impacting their lives.
The idea of engaging young people in decision-
making makes me nervous.
 I think engaging youth in decision making 
positively impacts the young person’s 
development.
 I think engaging young people in decision making 
positively impacts adults.
 I think engaging young people in decision making 
benefits the community.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is to do a quick assessment of the attitudes of those in the room. Use colored construction paper of black, white grey for participants to respond



What is Youth-Led Prevention 
(YLP)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s begin exploring what is known about Youth-led prevention….Elicit audience responseDO we want to do a quick activity or elicit audience response?



YLP Core Concepts

Youth are strengths in the 
community

Youth are experts in their 
lives

Youth have the capacity to 
create change

Participation is authentic and 
meaningful, not token

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide credit to Katie Richards-Schuster



Impacts on Community
Change in Problem 

Behaviors

Responsive Public 
Institutions

New Community 
Coalitions and 
Partnerships Emerge 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Illicit audience response for each component and/or give examples of own experiences



Impacts on Adults
• Generativity

• Reflect on negative 
stereotypes

• Advocate for youth 
participation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When young people are actively engaged in meaningful community work, they are show better school performance, more positive self-concept, better relationships with peers, increased social contacts, a greater sense of responsibility, and higher rates of college graduation. They are also more likely to have lower levels of alcohol and drug use, later onset of sexual activity, lower levels of delinquency, and reduced levels of depression.



Impacts on Youth Development
• Empowerment 

(Sociopolitical Awareness 
and Civic Competence)

• Community Connections

• Self-Efficacy and 
Belonging 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When young people are actively engaged in meaningful community work, they are show better school performance, more positive self-concept, better relationships with peers, increased social contacts, a greater sense of responsibility, and higher rates of college graduation. They are also more likely to have lower levels of alcohol and drug use, later onset of sexual activity, lower levels of delinquency, and reduced levels of depression.



Getting there….

Close your eyes and think of yourself as an 
adolescent. Recall a time when you had a 
voice in decision-making or when you really 
had your opinion heard by adults. Where 
were you? How did that experience feel?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ask for audience members to share outHow does their image of themselves now as a coalition member or organizer marry the image of their positive youth engagement experience in the here and now with youth today



Adults 
Stepping 
Forward 

and 
Back

Youth 
Stepping 
Forward

Slide Credit: Katie Richards-Schuster University of Michigan

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Slide Credit to Katie Richards-SchusterSo we wanted to explore how to increase public value, but most importantly help our adult ally’s modernize youth led programming by adopting evidence based framework(s), increasing their capacity as leaders and creating shared measures to improve (outcomes) (KSA) for youth



The #Talk2Me Campaign 

 collaborative effort between our adult coalition (HC3) 
and our youth-led prevention group (YAC) 

 parents and community adults were targeted to encourage 
them to start and continue conversations around substance 

use with the young people in their lives.  



#Talk2Me 
Cultural Norms Campaign



Call to Action

“It’s not just about coming 
together, it’s about having an 

impact.”

-Ms. Karen Pittman, Co-Founder, President and CEO, 
Forum for Youth Investment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because youth empowerment is central to our work, we believe that Ohio’s young people must be involved in larger community conversations as they create change. As a result, we invited Karen Pittman to Ohio in 2014 to discuss the role that young people play in collective impact efforts and community change. During her visit, Ms. Pittman challenged Ohio to shift our measure of success for youth-led programs from the level of engagement that young people have in their respective programs to the level of impact that the young people have on their communities. Her words continue to drive the work that we do today - “it’s not just about coming together, it’s about having an impact.”



Connect…
Youth-Led Prevention Adult Ally
Regional Learning Communities

Northwest Ohio
Beth Thomas

bthomas@fultoncountyoh.com

Northeast Ohio
Julianna Fellows

jfellows@crossroads-lake.org

Central  Ohio
Cheryl Sells

csells@youthtoyouth.net

Southern  Ohio
Mollie Stevens

mfs.impact@gmail.com

Southwest Ohio
Shawn Jeffers

shawnjeffers@youthatthecenter.org

mailto:bthomas@fultoncountyoh.com
mailto:jfellows@crossroads-lake.org
mailto:csells@youthtoyouth.net
mailto:mfs.impact@gmail.com
mailto:shawnjeffers@youthatthecenter.org
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