
COLUMBUS—Prevention Action Alliance voiced its opposition to Issue 1 today, urging voters to reject 

the proposed constitutional amendment it says will ultimately fail to deliver on its promises. 

“Prevention Action Alliance resolutely believes non-violent individuals with substance use disorders 

should receive treatment for their disease instead of being incarcerated,” said Marcie Seidel, executive 

director of PAA. “Treating people with substance use disorders is multifaceted. It requires much more 

than a broadly worded ballot measure.” 

PAA pointed out that the Office of Budget Management’s analysis of Issue 1 shows the state wouldn’t 

any significant amount of money. In fact, it found, Issue 1 could ultimately cost the state and local 

governments millions of dollars.  

Similarly, PAA said Issue 1’s promises for treatment wouldn’t materialize.  

While well-intentioned, Seidel said the bill would fail to provide for the treatment of people who are 

addicted to drugs and would even make it more difficult for people to receive treatment through drug 

courts.  

“Ensuring individually tailored, successful treatment is too complicated for a ballot measure to 

effectively require,” Seidel said. “Individuals with substance use disorders need more access to 

individualize, evidence-based treatment and community supports for ongoing recovery.” 

People with an addiction are sick and deserve treatment and care, Seidel said, but Issue 1 wouldn’t 

provide them with the care they need.  

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, treating substance use disorders requires individually 

tailored treatment, and treatment needs to have a balance of rewards and sanctions to be effective. 

Seidel said Issue 1 jeopardizes both of those principles. 

A smarter solution, Seidel said, is for legislators to take up sentencing reform, strengthen drug courts, 

and provide more funding for treatment and prevention services.  

“We implore the Ohio General Assembly to seek bi-partisan legislative solutions to address the 

incarceration of non-violent offenders with substance use disorders,” Seidel said. “We also ask that 

voters to vote against this well-intentioned, yet poorly construed, ballot initiative.” 


