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Date: January 25, 2022 

Statement on All Sides with Ann Fisher Interview 

In response to inquiries about the increase in overdoses in Colorado which Fran Gerbig, Executive Director, 
referenced on the All Sides with Ann Fisher interview this morning, PAA releases the following statement. 

The Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area 2021 Marijuana Report 4 captures statistics on 
overdoses in Colorado from 2009 to 2020. 

When we talk about overdoses, we are not referring to overdose fatalities. Many more people overdose 
on substances than die from them. 

In the interview on All Sides with Ann Fisher, Fran Gerbig was referring to the increase in calls to Poison 
Control since full legalization occurred in Colorado in 2013.  She was not making a statement comparing 
marijuana overdoses to opioid overdoses.   

Marijuana related exposures have increased steadily among youth ages 0-18 since medical marijuana was 
legalized in Colorado in 2009, with the largest gains between 2013 and 2021.  Additionally, the majority 
of marijuana exposures for youth ages 0-8 years of age are from edibles, as opposed to dried plant 
materials or other products. This is especially concerning given the high amount of THC found in many 
edible products.   (See pages 27-28 of the RMHIDTA 2021 report linked below) 

Many claim that marijuana legalization will reduce opioid overdose deaths, the opposite has shown to 
be true in Colorado.  Since full legalization in 2013, opioid overdose deaths have more than doubled.  
There are multiple reasons why opioid overdose deaths have increased since 2013, many which are not 
related to marijuana legalization.  Regardless of those complex reasons, it is clear that legalizing 
marijuana in Colorado has not led to a decrease in opioid overdose fatalities. (See p. 32 of the RMHIDTA 
2021 report linked below). 
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