


CLAS Standards as a Catalyst 
for Prevention Launched

Prevention Action Alliance is dedicated to fostering meaningful relationships and embracing 
cultural humility in our mission to serve communities across the state. Ohio is a wide and diverse 
state, and we recognize the importance of tailoring solutions to address local challenges while 
staying grounded in scientific principles.

This past fiscal year, we launched the Prevention and Wellness Academy of Ohio, hosted the 
inaugural statewide Ohio Alcohol Conference, and spearheaded the implementation of Culturally 
and Linguistically Appropriate Services (CLAS) Standards for Ohio prevention agencies. These 
initiatives reflect our commitment to providing innovative learning opportunities for both 
professionals and communities.

On behalf of the Board of Directors and staff, I am pleased to share Prevention Action Alliance’s 
FY 23 annual report with you. In this report we showcase these local solutions for local problems, 
reaffirming that prevention is inclusive and essential for everyone, regardless of age or 
background. We remain steadfast in our dedication to meeting people where they are, learning 
from them, and offering practical, evidence-based 
strategies. It has truly been a rewarding year, and 
we’re excited to share our progress with you! Frances R. Gerbig, MPH, OCPC, ICPS

Inaugural “Stick Your Neck 
Out for Prevention” Awarded

Dr. Amy Acton is awarded the 
inaugural “Stick Your Neck Out for 
Prevention” for her work in advocating 
for substance misuse prevention and 
mental health wellness. The award was 
given at PAA’s first fundraiser featuring 
Beth Macy as the Keynote Speaker. 

SEPT
2022

Launched in FY 23 with funding from the Anthem Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield Foundation, PAA worked with four school 
districts to address behavioral health needs. Learnings from this 
initiative provided groundbreaking insights. PAA staff provided 
customized support to address challenges, preparing for a 
better tomorrow for students.

DEC
2022

Ohio Adult Allies Summit is 
Back in Person

The Ohio Adult Allies Summit was 
back in-person for the first time 
since 2019. We celebrated seeing 
each other face-to-face again and 
heard from Keynote Speaker 
Kathleen Tebb as she explored Social 
Determinants of Health and the 
impact on youth-led programs. 

Prevention & Wellness 
Academy of Ohio Launched

MARCH
2023

A new partnership with Ohio Liquor addressed 
the need for alcohol misuse and abuse 
prevention across the lifespan. Participants 
were introduced to FASD prevention strategies, 
learned more about an evidence-based young 
adult alcohol prevention curriculum, and were 
given the opportunity to build collaboration 
and understanding with regulatory agencies.

The We Are Change Rally 
Held at KembaLIVE!

MAY
2023

After three years of virtual gatherings, The 
We Are Change Rally (formerly We Are the 
Majority) returned to in-person for the first 

time since 2019, uniting over 600 youth 
from across the state! This year, marked by 
a fresh brand, focused on youth embracing 

their authentic selves.

JUNE
2023

This learning collaborative was 
created in collaboration with the 
Great Lakes Prevention 
Technology Transfer Center, the 
NIATx Foundation, The Ohio 
Center of Excellence for 
Behavorial Health Prevention 
and Promotion, the Ohio 
University Voinovich School of 
Leadership and Public Services, 
and the Ohio Department of 
Mental Health and Addication 
Services. Eleven prevention 
agencies across various Ohio 
regions (NE, NW, Central, SW, 
and Appalachia) participated, 
using a customized NIATx 
assessment tool to evaluate their 
understanding and utilization of 
the National CLAS Standards.

Held the First Ohio Alcohol 
Conference 

4 School 
Districts

12,296 
Students

Total Grant Money Provided 
throughout Ohio

A snapshot of our impact 
from July 2022 to June 2023

2928
Attendees

88
Trainings

197.5 CEU 
Hours Offered Total PAX Attendees

Total DBT Attendees

Statewide Networks 
1. Ohio Youth Led Prevention Network (OYLPN)

2. The G.A.P. Network

3. Statewide Prevention Coalition 
Association (SPCA)

4. Ohio ColIege Initiative (OCI)



FY23 FINANCIALSPREVENTION ACTION ALLIANCE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS FY 23
Executive Committee
President
David A. Bell, Esq.
Retired Professor

President-Elect
Michael Evans
Cleveland Clinic

Past President
Bobbie O’ Keefe, Esq.
O’Keefe Family Law

Treasurer
Dalon Myricks
Retired, State of Ohio

Secretary
George “Pat” Willis, M.Ed.
Adolescent Behavioral Consultant

Members at Large
Paster Nancy Day-Achauer
United Methodist Church

Chris Lane
BASEC Management

Members
Kyle Clark
Wood County Educational 
Service Center

Jody Demo-Hodgins
Retired mental health 
professional

Percival “Perci” Garner, III
Tuscarawas Rainbow 
Connection

Corinne Gasper
Marijuana Dangers Educator/
Antilegalization Advocate

Claudia Khourey-Bowers, PhD
Professor Emeritus, Kent State 
University

Gregg Pieples
Thrive Peer Recovery

Ellen Schoonover
Community/ Family 
Advocate

Derek Siegle
Ohio High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS!
Our work would not be possible without the generous financial and 
in-kind support from the following organizations:

• Aetna Better Health of Ohio/
OhioRise

• Anthem Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield Foundation

• AUI (Associated Underwriters 
Insurance)

• Citicom

• DBT in Schools, LLC

• Deterra Drug Deactivation and
Disposal

• Great Lakes PTTC

• Healthpath Foundation

• JPS Print

• Mills James Productions

• Ohio Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services

• Ohio Suicide Prevention Foundation

• Ohio University Voinovich of 
Leadership and Public Service

• OHLQ

• Origo Branding

• Paxis Institute

• Rx Abuse Leadership Initiative

Increase in
Net Assets:

contact@preventionactionalliance.org
www.preventionactionalliance.org


